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Ristorical account:

The most ancient mention referring to Neunkirch dat  es from 1290.
The rather isolated situation of the place, away fr  om the traffic of
busy roads, makes it a haven of silence, peace and restoration.

In the 7™ century, Neunkirch was the #Mother Church# for the

villages of Friesenheim and Witternheim (Church in  the fields:
Feldkirche).
The now existing chapel was built in 1455, witness the inscription
on the lintel.

From 1590 to 1765, the Jesuits built the present presbytery, and

played an important role in the considerable develo  pment of the
shrine. Fr. HURSTEL, from Benfeld, secretly held -
religious services during :
the French Revolution.

From 1869 to 1903, Fr. KELHETTER assumed the direction of the

shrine and built the chapel #Our Lady of Perpetual ~ Succour and the
saint Auxiliaries# and the church saint Ann.

In 1913, the bishop of Strasbourg, Mgr FRITZEN, entrusted the
direction of the place of pilgrimage to the Oblate Missionaries of
Mary Immaculate.

Up to 1939, a large number of restoration projects was carrie  d out.

Between 1950 and 1960, the place of pilgrimage took on its
present aspect, under the direction of Fr. Jean-Bap tiste GUTHANS.
The fitting up of the esplanade and of the processi
from that period.

In 1987-1988, the construction of a hall for pilgrims was under
ace.

on alley dates

taken;
it was meant to serve as a meeting and formation pl

[Important meetings:

The feasts of the Ascension, of the
Assumption (Aug. 15 ™), of Mary©s
Nativity (Sept. 8 "), of the Holy
Rosary (first Sunday in October),
THE Day of the Portuguese, on
the 3™ Sunday in May.

[Elow to go to Neunkirch:
By car, take D1083 (previously RN83), take the exit  Kogenheim, follow
the signs to Rhinau, via Witternheim, to Neunkirch.

[Bor further information:

n "Au clur du Ried, Notre Dame de Neunkirch" Saep «di  tion, 15 pages

n "Notre Dame de Neunkirch" by Paul Adam, Imprimerie  Alsatia,
221 pages (out of print)

[@ther sites in the vicinity that can be visited:

n Diebolsheim : grotto with flowers (after Zelsheim, if coming fr
Neunkirch)

Benfeld : the Jacquemart of the H!tel de Ville
Ebersmunster: abbey church S* Maurice

Rhinau: Natural reserves, power station EDF and locks
S'lestat : churches S* Foy and S George, Humanist Library, Hotel
of Ebermunster, lll'Wald, etc.
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[ nformations:

n Pilgrimage of Neunkirch : Tel. 03 88 74 80 46
E-mail: nd-neunkirch@evc.net

n Tourist Of fice of the Communaut" de Communes du Rhin
Tel. 03 88 74 68 96 - E-mail: rhinau@tourisme-alsac e.info

n Townhall of Friesenheim : Tel. 03 88 58 50 20

E-mail: mairie.friesenheim@estvideo.fr "'r‘}-‘,
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Every day, from 8 am until 7 pm. MEUHKIREH
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The church saint Ann (1891):

The reception board
- the #trinitary# statue Ann, Mary, Jesus (L'onard S AUR, 1962)

marking the beginning

The church Notre Dame (1455):
- the statuette of Our Lady of Neunkirch

- the wainscot, with Christ alpha and omega of the visit - the chapel dedicated to bishop Eug$ne de Mazenod, founder
and the apostles (19 " century) of the congregation of the Oblates of Mary Immacula  te, with
- the representation of the Assumption a statue of the Blessed Virgin of the 18 " century
- the 15 mysteries of the Rosary (scenes of - the Cross in the sanctuary, by J.J. Erny (2001)
the lives of Jesus and Mary)
- the fresco (1956) about the history of the place 0~ f pilgrimage B The esplanade (1954) can accommodate up to 2 000 people
- the church tower capped by a bulb (1820) on important feast-days and for large meetings  (see page 1).
- the sundial
@
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The discovery of a statuette of the Blessed Virgin
Mary is at the origin of the place of pilgrimage Ou
Lady of Neunkirch.
Alegend says that it was found by a herdsman and
carried away nine times, but it always came back E i
to its first place (hence the name Neunkirch = B The alley for processions (1954)
nine-church, in the opinion of some people). The Lourdes grotto (1958)
Despite ail kinds of plundering, the statuette was in pink arit stone
always found again and returned to Neunkirch. B The chapel of the saint PNk g
Many art historians think it©s likely that it dates o . o
from the 14  century and that it was probably Auxmar_les (1879): The pilgrims© hall (1988)
LB I P - the Pieta - The cemetery with the Mission Cross (1752)
The ivory statuette is very little, hardly 12,3cm  tall. - the representation of the Holy Trinity on the ce|I ing
The face of the Blessed Virgin expresses great - the stained glass windows with the : I The presbytery (18 " century)
serenity; she holds a sceptre in one hand and carri  es four evangelists [ ful- ol s ~ |
her Son on her left arm. The Child-Jesus points at - the paintings of the joyful mysteries e : - | Bl The Sisters' house (19" century)
the Word of God with his right hand. This repre- of the Rosary (Sorg, 1804) i 'n accommodates a community of

sentation is unique in places of pilgrimage in

Alsace, where the Pieta can often be found. Sisters of the Divine Providence

- the panelling with the statuettes
of Ribeauvill".

of the 14 saint Auxiliaries
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